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A YEAR OF CHANGE
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: Wireframes are dead—why [ haven’t
L . .

- used wires in over a year.

What they are, why you shouldn't use them and what to
do instead.

ii Zakary Kinnaird

Apr 29,2017 - 5 min read

It’s been well over a year since I've been handed wireframes and told to make

something amazing happen thankfully it has come as a blessing in disguise.

The truth is I never really liked wireframes, they give a lot of power to the UX

designer and give little wriggle room for the visual designer.

Never miss a story from Muzli - Design Inspiration, when you sign
. GET UPDATES
up for Medium. Learn more



WIREFRAMES ARE GREAT FOR GETTING
CLIENTS TO SIGN OFF ON A PROJECT,
HOWEVER THEY ALSO LOCK YOU INTO A SIGNED
OFF S***** VERSION OF YOUR PROJECT.

ZAKARY KINNAIRD
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serve images and videos? Try
Cloudinary. Get your own free
account.

lllustration by Dougal MacPherson

Priority Guides: A Content-First Alternative to Wireframes

by Heleen van Nues, Lennart Overkamp - May 03, 2018

Published in Design, Responsive Design, Process, Workflow & Tools
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WE'VE NOTICED THAT WIREFRAMES TEND TO
KILL CREATIVITY...

HELEEN VAN NUES & LENNART OVERKAMP, A LIST APART



QUIZ
WHICH IS A WIREFRAME?
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Enquire now

Your partner In creating
world-class school

Whether you are looking to set up a new school or upgrade an
existing one, NextSchool is your one-stop-solution:Our team, which
possesses extensive experience in the education sector is committed
to help you establish and operate world-class school.

Get a call

The Phenomenal Growth
of the Indian Education Market
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Opens layover screen with flight
details of outbound flight

Opens layover screen with
terms & conditions

Opens layover screen with flight
details of return flight

Opens layover screen with
terms & conditions

Opens layover with full price
breakdown per flight

If logged in, message is shown
'Flight added to wishlist', If not
logged in, layover opens with
oplion 10 log in and/or provide

- 4 T B

Book a flight

b Add 10 wishist

Outbound flight

10:40, Mon 9 Jan, Amsterdam (AMS)
16:05, Mon 9 Jan, New York (JFK)
€1563

Business Class

3x checked bag

x Elight details

|

Tickets are changeable and refundable for free.
x Relads

Flight
screen of

flight

Return flight

17:55, Fri 13 Jan, New York (JFK)

06:55 (#1), Fri 13 Jan, Amsterdam (AMS)
€2228

Business Class

3x checked bag

x Elight details

|

Tickets are changeable and refundable for free.
x Ralads

Flight
selection
screen of
return flight

€3081
Total price for 1 passenger

« Pri ficat

Taxes, surcharges and booking fee of €10
included (credit card surcharge may apply).
Prices shown may vary depending on fare X~~~
availabdity, You will see the exact total price
when selecting your payment method.

) -

Save & Share

- -~-p Opens layover with optlions for

P N PN "N NS




GREATER I’I'l'l'SBU.R()H '
community \'.4
food bank E()

Programs Get Help Get Involved About Resources News Events Contact Donate

Other programs Program news
(upcoming events,

Program Detalil e

Program overview (short & sweet)

Program description

Donate to the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank

Choose an amount to donate:

$1

Every dollar helps. 96% of donated money goes directly to feeding the hungry.




Hi, we are Dropbox.
We are reinventing teamwork (and we keep releasing tools
and software that proves that).

We are designed around the way you work.

You can take your docs anywhere — whether it is your phone
or on the road.

You can also upload videos pretty quickly and send to anyone
(even if they don’t use Dropbox).

You can manage your photos fairly easily too. We make it
pretty simple to organize them.

And we also have tools for real-time collaboration with your
peers, whether you are workng together on a presentation or
constantly updating files in a folder.

Of course, were safe. You'll never lose a file again.

Interested? Get started now.

PS: in case this is not what you're looking for, here are a few other things you can do.
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viral mustache literally gluten—free distillery
narwhal typewriter health goth yr brunch pour=-

over meh 8~-bit lyft glossier tbh succulents
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viral mustache literally giuten=free distillery
narwhal typewriter health goth yr brunch pour-—

over meh 8-bit lyft glossier tbh succulents




COLLABORATIVE DISCUSSION
HOW DO YOU USE WIREFRAMES?



bit.ly/wireframe2019



WIREFRAMES DEFINED



WIREFRAMES DEFINED

An asset used early in the UX design process, after
user flows and strategy have been defined.

Communicate and prioritize an interface’s structure,
content hierarchy and basic functionality/behavior.

—stablish basic structure before visual design
(typography, color and layout).

Skeleton of a user interface.
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Establish Focus

CONCENTRATE ON CONTENT AND PRIORITY

&



Concrete

A

v

Abstract

Surface

Skeleton

Structure

Scope

Strategy

Jesse James Garret, The Elements of User Experience
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Reduce Risk

ESTABLISH SHARED UNDERSTANDING

&




S

Facilitate Team and Client
Communication

VISUAL STRUCTURE FOR DISCUSSION

&
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Rapid Iteration

RELATIVELY INEXPENSIVE TO REFINE

&



C”M SR N G S m— oty \ogot

lS MS,O“a"—;,wdfb‘ Fvere Mo Carkers Tanes »|

—> + 3 My App SignUp Login
4 kmw‘ Q Enquire now
bw BookImpart swap sooks. Read More 0 - 3 ~
Pia et icons . bl - Your partner in creating
7 Whest do yer NN NN H
31 1o SonFronctses CA hpurglagh .| App Tagline o e Featurea world-class school
o ‘ l o NRNNNNN Fiction
" ‘ $ W’M Featufe \ Description Description A Whther you are looking Fo set up.a new. %ciwogr or upgrade an
f feat! f fi tu existing one, NextSchool is your one-stop-solution:Our team, which
Image of feature of teature Action / Adventure possesses extensive experience in the education sector is committed
M NN s—aa = zo - . AE - to help you establish and operate world-class school
M A _’L&f‘__ kg Dfefsa:pnon Dfefscr;ztpon P, 300 x 400 300 x 400 300 x 400
—_— m S“Wu) NN of feature of feature S
- ? b Mgt
| — (ipysvweavew  [2)] : : .
T e e . S
F 13, A Sci-fi
il — » LTevo Nei Gaman ek o e oy rech ey srhoggy
pesenT eohorRn (S . =
Y YT émmmﬂr W Semjose () —
. FEB 2) - FEQ 75,2000 [ pughn () Comedy TopSwaps  Popus  Tending
Lo Ready to swap? -
[ Tobos Fomily Comp = tar 01- B 18,3000 Add e Book — e nqul feids and meadows of g0 €1GAand. a0 88 16 copies avatabie
F m sve ) N small hamiot that has $100d 00 A jut of granvite for 600 years.
‘s‘;' .,_-‘_4, it Hi, we are Dropbox Box 3 heading Box 4 heading
Ll (] Lheels ? :
We are reinventing teamwork (and we keep releasing tools Aartoas Goda e
and software that proves that). AR canien e The Phenomenal Growth
woing o GREATER PITTSIURGH of the Indian Education Market
We are designed around the way you work. s community N
s food bank” L_(")
Fat Crart
You can take your docs anyWhere — whether it is your phone ‘:::T:‘ Programs  Get Help Get Involved About Resources News Events Contact Donate T L] T
or on the road. 2010 Copyeight. Wrahwne Ecamgse. AMET FLEXITARIAN 7
VHS VENM

You can also upload videos pretty quickly and send to anyone Other programs Program news
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You can manage your photos fairly easily too. We make it
pretty simple to organize them.
Program overview (short & sweet)
And we also have tools for real-time collaboration with your
peers, whether you are workng together on a presentation or
constantly updating files in a folder. Program description

LOREM IPSUM
Of course, we're safe. You'll never lose a file again. B PLEXITARIAN VHS
Donate to the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank

Choose an amount to donate:

$1

Every dollar helps. 96% of donated money goes directly to feeding the hungry.

Interested? Get started now.

Low Fidelity High Fidelity

HTML Wireframes, Greyscale Wireframes,
Mockups/Comps, Programmatic Prototypes

Sketches, Content Stories,
Grey Box Wireframes, Clickable Prototypes

Lower risk / cost Higher risk / cost

Very abstract Less abstract



Prototypes can be created from low or high fidelity wireframes

Simulate user flow and interactivity prior to development

PREVIOUS TOOLS TODAY'S TOOLS
Clickable PDFs Rapid HTML
Programmatic Linked Art Boards

Complex Animation



WHERE THEY FALL DOWN
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Make Design Assumptions

COLORING BOOK EFFECT & LOCKIN

»



From bathing assistance to board
games, this is home care.

We all have times in our lives when we could use a little help. Our
extraordinary caregivers are extensions of your family who
provide non-medical care in the place you call home.

Home Care Services include:

Companion Care Services

Meal preparation, errands,
laundry, light housekeeping, etc.

Personal Care Services

Mobility, bathing, eating
assistance, incontinence, etc.

REQUEST INFORMATION

about our Home Care Services

First Name *

(

Last Name *

E

How do you prefer we reach you? *

[ Select one v ’

Relationship to person in need of
services *

{ Select one - ’

Zip code where services are needed *

L r

Services needed *

From bathing assistance to board
games, this is home care.

We all have times in our lives when we could use a little help. Our extraordinary
caregivers are extensions of your family who provide non-medical care in the
place you call home.

Home Care Services Include:

Companion Care Services

Meal preparation, errands,
laundry, light housekeeping, etc.

Personal Care Services

Mobility, bathing, eating
assistance, incontinence, etc.

Request Information
about our home care services

First Name*

Last Name*

How do you prefer we reach you?*

Select one

Relationship to person in need of services*

Select one -

ZIP Code where services are needed

Services needed*
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Can Be Time Consuming

THROW-AWAY DELIVERABLE

»



NOT USED IN END PRODUCT

Research Reports
Sitemap
Static Wireframes

Mockups

USED IN END PRODUCT

Written Content

HTML Wireframes / Prototypes
Living Pattern Library
Exported Vector Graphics
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Overly Simplistic

“WE CAN'T SHOW THAT TO OUR CLIENTS / USERS”

»
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Perfection and Polish

LOOK TOO GOOD

»
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Scripture-Driven
Youth Evangelism
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https://steadfastcreative.com/low-fidelity-vs-high-fidelity-wireframes
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Responsive Design and
Interactivity

A STATIC ABSTRACTION

»



In web design, there is no such thing
as “mobile” and “desktop” sizes.




A NEW WORLD OF
WIREFRAMES



HTML Wireframes



GREATER PITTSBURGH G~

community

food bank

Produce to People
Community Harvest
SNAP

Farm Stand Project
Summer Food
Commodity

Supplemental Food
Program

Nutrition

v GetHelp Give Help

7 Programs About Resources News Events Contact

-
.
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Programs

.\ Program Detail Page

? " Produce to People provides lorem ipsum dolor sit
/¢ amet, consectetur adipisicing

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Integer fringilla sem
a urna porttitor fringilla. Nulla eget justo felis.

Aliguam erat volutpat. Mauris vulputate scelerisque feugiat. Cras a erat a
diam venenatis aliquam. Sed tempus, purus ac pretium varius.

Heading Level 2

® Thisis a list item in an unordered list

e An unordered list is a list in which the sequence of items is not
important. Sometimes, an unordered list is a bulleted list. And this is a
long list item in an unordered list that can wrap onto a new line.

e Lists can be nested inside of each other
e This is a nested list item
¢ This is another nested list item in an unordered list

e This is the last list item

Donate
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Produce to People
Stories

This Is the Post Title
January 12

This Is Also a Post Title
January 30

Yes It's Another Post Title
February 12

Call to action

Upcoming Events

Event Title
April 24




Prototyping #
& Save All + Run ~s Fork Settings ] Change View v
v Christopher Hallahan &%) o s . A !

nome.njk
l.njk

External Resources
nav-horizontal.njk

1k

class

type="text" placeholder

PREVIEW: pages/buy.html

Contact Us Healthcare Professionals Espanol

COMPANY NAME
PRODUCTS  ADVICE ~ WHERETOBUY  FAQS  COUPONS

zontal.njk

Where to Buy

Find products near you. Choose your
location, then choose a product.

Delete Share Export Deploy

www.codepen.io
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Priority Guides



WEBPAGE

Main content

Less important content

Least important content

Priority
from high

to low

Opens layover screen with flight
details of outbound flight

Opens layover screen with
terms & conditions

Opens layover screen with flight
details of return flight

Opens layover screen with
terms & conditions

Opens layover with full price
breakdown per flight

If logged in, message is shown
'Flight added to wishlist'. If not
logged in, layover opens with
oplion 10 log in and/or provide
e-mail address

If logged in, message is shown
“You will receive updates when
the price changes’. If not logged
in, layover opens with option to
log in and/or provide e-mail
address

Flight
selection

Book a flight

———————————

———————————

1

Outbound flight

10:40, Mon 9 Jan, Amsterdam (AMS)
16:05, Mon 9 Jan, New York (JFK)
€1563

Business Class

3x checked bag

x Elght details

Tickets are changeable and refundable for free.
x Retads

1

Return flight

17:55, Fri 13 Jan, New York (JFK)
06:55 (+1), Fri 13 Jan, Amsterdam (AMS)
€2228

Business Class

3x checked bag

x Elight details

Tickets are changeable and refundable for free.
x Detads

€3081
Total price for 1 passenger

P ficat

Taxes, surcharges and booking fee of €10
included (credit card surcharge may apply).

availabdity, You will see the exact total price
when selecting your payment method.

Prices shown may vary depending on fare XX = ===+

Save & Share

[ Continue x-} .

1

Flight
selection
screen of

flight

Flight
selection
screen of
return flight

social sharing

-+~ -~ Opens layover with options for

D
Ancillaries
selection
screen




All 4 You Cleaning Services - Content Spreadsheet
File Edit View Insert Format Data Tools Add-ons Help Lasteditwas 13 days ago

~ & T 1005 v $ % .0 .00 123+ Aral v - B I SA o

=
Navigation ltem

A

Navigation Item lContent Items Audience

Site-Wide Header Logo, Navigation Items, Contact Us Call to Action All

Home Page All 4 You Brand Message + Imagery
Introductory Text + Why Choose Us Bullets
Residential/Commercial Services Bullet Points / Summary
Areas Served
Testimonials (rotating)
Contact Us Today Block + Gift Certificate Promo

Residential Cleaning Introduction + What You Can Expect Residential Customers

One Time House Cleaning
Recurring Cleaning
Move-In/Out Cleaning
Residential Testimonial(s)
Before/After Photos

Request a Quote - Call to Action

Commercial Cleaning Introduction + What You Can Expect Commercial Customers

Types of Facilities
Cleaning Technology (Clorox)



www.mural.co

Prioritization v ¥)

Home Page A

Header

Hero
Banner

Services
Overview

Client
Testimonial

Call to
Action

Footer

Locations

Home Page B

Header

Photo
Gallery

Client
Testimonial

Long-Form
About
Description

Call to
Action

Footer




Content “Storyframe”
Documents




Hi, we are Dropbox.
We are reinventing teamwork (and we keep releasing tools
and software that proves that).

We are designed around the way you work.

You can take your docs anywhere — whether it is your phone
or on the road.

You can also upload videos pretty quickly and send to anyone
(even if they don’t use Dropbox).

You can manage your photos fairly easily too. We make it
pretty simple to organize them.

And we also have tools for real-time collaboration with your
peers, whether you are workng together on a presentation or
constantly updating files in a folder.

Of course, were safe. You'll never lose a file again.

Interested? Get started now.

PS: in case this is not what you're looking for, here are a few other things you can do.

https://uxdesign.cc/storyframes-before-wireframes-starting-designs-in-the-text-editor-ec69db78eé6e4

Try Dropbox Business

Reinventing
teamwork

Introducing Dropbox Paper and Smart Sync —
a simpler way to work together.

$3 Dropbox

Sign up for free

or
G Sign up free with Google

Dropbox works the way you do

Take your docs anywhere

Save files on your computer, then access them
on your phone from the road. Everything you
keep in Dropbox is synced automatically to all

your devices

(+) Learn more

]

————)

=l
i -

o

Easily manage your photos

Automatically upload photos to organize, share,
and work on them with others. Whether they're
new images for your blog or scanned receipts,
they're all safe and organized in Dropbox

+) Learn more

b S —

AN /\/\A
\
W —
=
===

Send videos quickly

Send your entire wedding video to family with a

simple link. It's easy to share large files with
anyone — even if they don’t have a Dropbox

account

+) Learn more

=3
INE I ¢
U~

Work on slides together

Download the app

Signin
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Sketch-Style Controls Clean Wireframes Option
They look like sketches on purpose! It encourages brainstorming. Need to present your work? Switch skin and voila.
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Wireframes # equal UX

Content and strategy inform wireframes
Every organization and project is different
Use time and resources wisely

Early design collaboration is essential

FINAL THOUGHTS
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